[Prevention of hemorrhagic complications following cardiopulmonary bypass].
Isolated primary fibrinolysis following cardiopulmonary bypass was fully prevented by using a modern washing technique for the reusable metal parts of the extracorporeal circuit: immersion in 20% caustic soda for 4 hr and in a detergent solution for a further 4 hr prior to rinsing and sterilisation. Reduction of bleeding from 558 to 465 cc/m2 was attributable an improved perfusion technique, early diagnosis and radical cleaning of the circuit. The disappearance of fibrinolysis, however, was entirely brought about by more thorough cleansing of the reusable metal parts.